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Common write in responses on other included: 
Government/Municipal   6;    Manufacturer  4;    Property Manager  14;    

Interior Designer 7;    Legal  2;   Marketing/Sales  9;    Landscape 

Architect 2;   Non-profit 5;    Appraiser 2;  Financial Analyst; Airline, 

Physician; Publishing; Chemicals; Solar Film; Lighting; Student; 

Broker/Agent/Real Estate, Technologist, etc.   



Overall results (highest = best)  



Break out of Priorities by Profession 
Note: Smaller sample sizes  



Single 
stream 
recycling for 
offices and 
venues 

Single 
stream 
recycling 
for single 
family and 
multifamil
y 
residential 

Construction 
/ demolition 
recycling 

Building 
design 
that 
supports 
more 
effective 
recycling 
use 

What 
happens 
to 
materials 
sent for 
recycling 

Calculating 
recycling/diversion 
rates 

Reuse of 
new and 
leftover 
building 
materials 

Reuse of 
deconstruction 
materials and 
components 

News 
about 
emerging 
recycling 
practices Yes No 

Architech 27 23 42 37 24 18 29 27 27 48 6 

Engineer 15 11 18 13 13 6 12 15 17 20 5 

Construction 8 7 25 14 11 11 21 18 17 23 3 

Consultant 10 5 16 12 13 12 15 13 16 25 2 
Service 
Company 6 5 8 7 8 4 4 4 10 11 1 

Education 0 2 2 4 2 1 2 3 4 3 1 

Additional Data Detail on Priorities by Profession 
Note: Smaller sample sizes  





Most Interested

1 2 3

105 53 41

53% 27% 21%

65 49 85

33% 25% 43%

29 97 73

15% 49% 37%

6.  If you answered yes to the previous question, which of the following would be of most interest? 

Top number is the count of respondents 

selecting the option. Bottom % is percent of 

the total respondents selecting the option.

10 minute recycling education moments 

within all USGBC meetings, regardless of the 

Hour-long meetings dedicated to recycling 

subjects

Interactive team learning sessions

Lowest # represents ‘best’  





1 Being Most Helpful – 6 Being Least Helpful  

Most Helpful

1 2 3 4 5 6 Top 2 Box Bottom 2 Box Delta

44 34 38 37 40 21 78 61 17

21% 16% 18% 17% 19% 10%

46 43 39 40 26 20 89 46 43

21% 20% 18% 19% 12% 9%

22 41 44 28 41 38 63 79 -16

10% 19% 21% 13% 19% 18%

34 38 37 49 35 21 72 56 16

16% 18% 17% 23% 16% 10%

14 14 14 27 51 94 28 145 -117

7% 7% 7% 13% 24% 44%

54 44 42 33 21 20 98 41 57

25% 21% 20% 15% 10% 9%

7.  What electronic / online formats do you find most helpful? 

Top number is the count of respondents 

selecting the option. Bottom % is percent of 

the total respondents selecting the option.

Videos

PPT presentations

White papers

Industry Case Studies

Audio podcasts

Links to helpful websites

Top 2 Box Bottom 2 Box Delta

78 61 17

89 46 43

63 79 -16

72 56 16

28 145 -117

98 41 57

Most favorable overall are: 

 

Links to Helpful websites 

PPT Presentations 



     
“I believe that construction waste 
recycling is the most difficult aspect of 
green building in the Houston market. I 
look forward to hearing more from this     
      committee.” 

For any area, say Houston, there 
needs to be ONE web site where I 

can go to find ALL currently available 
recycling alternatives for EVERY 

material removed from a 
commerecial building or house.  We 
need to know locations, materials & 

quantities accepted, costs, who 
transports to recycle center, etc.  

Data must be SORTABLE BY 
MATERIAL, COMPANY, & ME! 

 
“Lunch and learn formats would be great 
for learning about the information; free 
webinars.” 

“If recycling does not have 
$ value, it will not be 

embraced. We must show 
financial advantages.”  

 
I think it's a great idea as long as the 
intentions of this committee are to 

educate the public about recycling and 
not to have another way of increasing 

USGBC's revenue! 
“Establishing education program for 

communities. There are still homeowners 
who do not recycle at all.” 

 

Sample of Open Ended Suggestions 



I think it's a great idea as long as the intentions of this committee are to educate the public 

about recycling and not to have another way of increasing USGBC's revenue!

While we all know that recycling is beneficial, hearing quantitative numbers and how much 

recycling saves is always good to hear.  This is a good area for USGBC to be a leader in.

Make sure recyclingis available at all events. Mission is critical so we know where to focus the 

time. Reduce and reuse come before recycling, so include these in your mission. #7 depende 

on which things you are educating about. I don't really use the USGBC website as a source of 

info, I go to those I know.

I believe that construction waste recycling is the most difficult aspect of green building in the 

Houston market. I look forward to hearing more from this committee

More on re-use in construction

For any area, say Houston, there needs to be ONE web site where I can go to find ALL 

currently available recycling alternatives for EVERY material removed from a commerecial 

building or house.  We need to know locations, materials & quantities accepted, costs, who 

transports to recycle center, etc.  Data must be SORTABLE BY MATERIAL, COMPANY, & 

ME!

In creating any an all community support information be sure to keep your communication 

method light, airy, and fun. I find it is easier to get individuals involved if it is super convenient 

and would be something fun you would do on your time off.

no

no

Have networking events as person to person events are the most successful. 



Thanks, 

Janice

HGAC - has a solid waste/recycling section



STAR - State of Texas Alliance for Recycling

Identify and keep track of currrent programs available to residential, commercial, and 

construction applications.

In case studies, be sure to use cost information to implement the programs. (that is the biggest 

obstacle)

Track and monitor the wholesale prices for recycled materials.

Provide examples of Waste Reduction Action Plans

Create a listing of current recyclers available on the USGBC website with their materials 

accepted and recycled.  The industry changes so fast that companies come and go, or the 

materials they accept chang. It is difficult to get good current information.

I would like to know how to set up a recycling process for construction materials for our builder 

to use when building houses.

MRF Information from Industry Professionals

Thanks for thinking of me and our children.

I know of many wineries that have a need to recycle wine bottles emptied at their tasting rooms. 

This can amount to 200-600 bottles per winery per week. I have contacted numerous glass 

recycling places which say they are NOT interested in the glass. Do you have any 

suggestions?

Thank you! I look forward to learning how to recycle demolition debris, especially after storms 

and other big events causing monumental amounts of debris, much of which could be re-

used....and on a day to day construction basis.

No

Recycling is imortant but at times the big picture view gets lost. ExampleAsphalt claims to be 

the most recycled material yet there are govt agencies which note it cannot be used as rip rap 

because of the materials it leaches. Recently I saw a pile of it next to the raod on construction 

of I 45 for many months in essence perorming like rip rap

Thank you for your fine work in the Green Building Industry.  It is wonderful that there is actually 

an organization focused on promoting the conservation of our scarce resources.  Why didn't we 

do this 50 years ago????  Can you imagine how far along we would be by now?

Offer recycling providers contact info with areas served .

Recycling is one of the most important aspects of sustainable building and green product 

development. It should be a highly visible part of USGBC's initiatives and educational programs.

Make sure you have representatives of local cities on the committee if at all possible.

Find ways to get public involvement, incentive programs. News on how other cities are ahead of 

us and show how it has saved tax payers money!

Laws & Regulations for Recycling - What manufactured products are most likely to have 

mandated recycling / What products should have mandated recycling / Cradle to Cradle 

issuses and future requirements

need cost effective solutions.  Asking people to do the right thing appeals to limited numbers 

while a cost effective solution appeals to almost everyone.

no

Increase the government fees for dumping may be the most simple and effective act to increase 

reuse and recycling.

Education about how recycling in private houses/building relates to city & neighborhood 

recycling programs.

Nice job

I would like to see more focus on the end user, occupant, and owner manager and how best to 

tackle achieving higher tenant participation.  also solutions to make the recyling process easier 

to facilitate and more complete.

I would like the Recycling Committee to work with other groups (Habitat for Humanity, Historic 

Houston) on 1. salvaging and reselling building materials, if they are not already doing so, and 

2. increasing public awareness about building recycling opportunities.

Keep up the Good Efforts, and please give me a special membership rate,until I get steady 

employment

While recycling is a very important part of lowering our environmental impact, the committee 

should also incorporate a holistic message. Reminding the audience that they should take a 

comprehensive look using Life-cycle Analysis. And that using the most durable products is 

most imprt. Dont let recyling become an end in itself but a means to an end

This is a good area to capitalize on.

Have any and all recomedations for variety of recycling options posted for review by meembers

Lunch and learn formats would be great for learning about the information; free webinars

Glad to see it formed.



JET

Good work.

How do I participate?

Thanks for what you do!

I could speak on recycling paper/cardboard (OCC) from a hospital/university setting; UTMB 

averages recycling 70 tons of paper/OCC a month.  ken steblein ksteblei@UTMB.edu  I would 

like to learn a lot more about recycling of C&D material. Don't think I am a member of USGBC 

Texas Gulf Coast Chapter but am on their list server. Located in Galveston.

A product which at the end of its life goes to landfill, but because, another stream of recycled 

material is in the virgin product,are looked favorably upon as having an environmentally preferred 

product to me is wrong.

Would love to see this committee be a vehicle for meaningful conversations with the office 

building community and eventually resolve the deficiencies

in recycling abilities in Houston.

Establishing education program for communities. There are still homeowners who do not 

recycle at all.

When sending info, please have a SHARE option available for those of us that promote via 

social media (see Sierra Club and Israel21c).

In our world today, if recycling does not have $ value, it will not be embraced. We must show 

finaancial advantages.

Align/ coordinate with local resources like the Historic Houston Salvage Warehouse and the 

junk removal service Junk Goes Green - currently operating in the recyclying space and 

applicable to renovation/ construction uses.
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time. Reduce and reuse come before recycling, so include these in your mission. #7 depende 

on which things you are educating about. I don't really use the USGBC website as a source of 

info, I go to those I know.

I believe that construction waste recycling is the most difficult aspect of green building in the 

Houston market. I look forward to hearing more from this committee

More on re-use in construction

For any area, say Houston, there needs to be ONE web site where I can go to find ALL 

currently available recycling alternatives for EVERY material removed from a commerecial 

building or house.  We need to know locations, materials & quantities accepted, costs, who 

transports to recycle center, etc.  Data must be SORTABLE BY MATERIAL, COMPANY, & 

ME!

In creating any an all community support information be sure to keep your communication 

method light, airy, and fun. I find it is easier to get individuals involved if it is super convenient 

and would be something fun you would do on your time off.

no

no

Have networking events as person to person events are the most successful. 



Thanks, 
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HGAC - has a solid waste/recycling section



STAR - State of Texas Alliance for Recycling

Identify and keep track of currrent programs available to residential, commercial, and 

construction applications.

In case studies, be sure to use cost information to implement the programs. (that is the biggest 
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Track and monitor the wholesale prices for recycled materials.

Provide examples of Waste Reduction Action Plans

Create a listing of current recyclers available on the USGBC website with their materials 

accepted and recycled.  The industry changes so fast that companies come and go, or the 

materials they accept chang. It is difficult to get good current information.

I would like to know how to set up a recycling process for construction materials for our builder 

to use when building houses.

MRF Information from Industry Professionals

Thanks for thinking of me and our children.

I know of many wineries that have a need to recycle wine bottles emptied at their tasting rooms. 

This can amount to 200-600 bottles per winery per week. I have contacted numerous glass 

recycling places which say they are NOT interested in the glass. Do you have any 

suggestions?

Thank you! I look forward to learning how to recycle demolition debris, especially after storms 

and other big events causing monumental amounts of debris, much of which could be re-
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the most recycled material yet there are govt agencies which note it cannot be used as rip rap 
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do this 50 years ago????  Can you imagine how far along we would be by now?
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Find ways to get public involvement, incentive programs. News on how other cities are ahead of 
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need cost effective solutions.  Asking people to do the right thing appeals to limited numbers 

while a cost effective solution appeals to almost everyone.
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I would like to see more focus on the end user, occupant, and owner manager and how best to 
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to facilitate and more complete.

I would like the Recycling Committee to work with other groups (Habitat for Humanity, Historic 
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A product which at the end of its life goes to landfill, but because, another stream of recycled 
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product to me is wrong.

Would love to see this committee be a vehicle for meaningful conversations with the office 
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in recycling abilities in Houston.

Establishing education program for communities. There are still homeowners who do not 
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no
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I would like to see more focus on the end user, occupant, and owner manager and how best to 

tackle achieving higher tenant participation.  also solutions to make the recyling process easier 
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